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“The English and Their History, by the Professor of French history at Cambridge, Robert Tombs, is a work of
supreme intelligence. In this vigorous, subtle and penetrating book, Tombs defies the proprieties of our
politically motivated national history curriculum to rethink and revise notions of national identity.
In The English and their History, the first full-length account to appear in one volume for many decades, Robert
Tombs gives us the history of the English people, and of how the stories they have told about themselves have
shaped them, from the prehistoric 'dreamtime' through to the present day.
So “The English and Their History,” by Robert Tombs, is right to combine a fresh retelling of English history
with a thoughtful analysis of the changing ways in which the English themselves have interpreted their past. It
successfully does both.
The English and Their History, by the Professor of French history at Cambridge, Robert Tombs, is a work of
supreme intelligence.Intelligence cuts its way through orthodoxy, dogmas, traditions and ...
Robert Tombs is a professor of history at the University of Cambridge and a leading scholar of Anglo-French
relations. His book That Sweet Enemy, coauthored with his wife, Isabelle Tombs, is the first large-scale study of
the relationship between the French and the British over the last three centuries.
ROBERT TOMBS is professor of history at the University of Cambridge and a leading scholar of Anglo-French
relations. His most recent book, That Sweet Enemy: The French and the British from the Sun King to the
Present, co-authored with his wife, Isabelle Tombs, is the first large-scale study of the relationship between the
French and the British over the last three centuries.
Robert Tombs’s momentous The English and Their History is both a startlingly fresh and a uniquely inclusive
account of the people who have a claim to be the oldest nation in the world. The English first came into
existence as an idea, before they had a common ruler and before the country they lived in even had a name.
As it turns out, the Norman Conquest was an 11th century invasion of England by a French nobleman, William
II of Normandy. He raised a fleet and an army to depose the Anglo-Saxon king, Harold Godwinson. After
William secured England under his rule, major parts of state and society tilted towards French sensibilities.
The English and Their History by Robert Tombs review – unfashionably upbeatThis engaging and persuasive
survey of 13 centuries resists declinism and suggests England is a lucky country, writes ...
Tombs is an academic historian, but not an academic historian of England. His specialty is France, and
especially the century 1814-1914, a period of two empires, two monarchies, two republics, half a dozen wars,
and the greatest supernova of artistic, literary, and musical talent in one city in the history of the world.
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