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“[Hottentot Venus] conjures the pain of some of the most sensitive and hurtful relations between the powerful
and the powerless whatever their color, whatever their gender. . . . In this chilling and mournful novel, ChaseRiboud brings back to life a woman whose existence as a symbol has obscured her essence.”
Hottentot Venus: A Novel. An extraordinarily shaped South African girl known as the Hottentot Venus, dressed
only in feathers and beads, swings from a crystal chandelier in the duchess of Berry’s ballroom. Below her, the
audience shouts insults and pornographic obscenities. Among these spectators is Napoleon’s physician and...
Neither are those about misogyny, exploitation and tragic lives. In her novel Hottentot Venus, author Barbara
Chase-Riboud tells such a story, while illuminating a life little known and unforgettable. Hottentot Venus is the
story of Ssehura, a young Khoisan girl orphaned in 1700’s South Africa. Ssehura is renamed Saartjie (which
means “little Sarah” in Dutch) by a Dutch Afrikaner who becomes her master.
Hottentot Venus: A Novel. Like Chang and Eng and the author’s own Sally Hemings and Echo of Lions,
HOTTENTOT VENUS is a powerful, stark portrayal of the harsh realities of race—a stunning look at the
cruelty of curiosity, colonialism, and its twenty-first century consequences.
“[Hottentot Venus] conjures the pain of some of the most sensitive and hurtful relations between the powerful
and the powerless whatever their color, whatever their gender. . . . In this chilling and mournful novel, ChaseRiboud brings back to life a woman whose existence as a symbol has obscured her essence.”
Then, there are loud protests from the stinking, hawking, spitting, tobacco-chewing, foul-breathed audience that
they are not getting their money's worth. They did not want a statue of Venus, but a heaving, stomping,
undulating, living Venus, with beastly breasts, beastly hips, beastly eyes and above all a beastly face that held
no beauty for them.
It is Paris, 1815. An extraordinarily shaped South African girl known as the Hottentot Venus, dressed only in
feathers and beads, swings from a crystal chandelier in the duchess of Berry's ballroom. Below her, the audience
shouts insults and pornographic obscenities.
Hottentot Venus' speaks from beyond the grave / Novel envisions tribal woman Sarah Baartman's tragic,
exploited life as a carnival 'specimen Nubile, twenty-one years old, female, a true phenomenon ...
Based on the true story of a woman who was exhibited as part of a freak show in London's Piccadilly and upon
her death at age 27 was publicly dissected in France, this novel by poet, sculptor and ...
Cultural references. Barbara Chase Riboud wrote the book "Hottentot Venus: A Novel" (2003). The novel
humanizes Sarah Baartman, a Khoikhoi woman who was exhibited naked in freak shows in 19th-century
Europe. Cathy Park Hong wrote a poem entitled Hottentot Venus in her 2007 book Translating Mo'um.
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