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That sobering statistic reflects a broader reality: African Americans are the most unmarried people in our nation,
and contra Black women are three times as likely as white women to never marry. That sobering statistic
reflects a broader reality: African Americans are the most unmarried people in our nation, and contrary to public
perception the racial gap in marriage is not confined to women or the poor.
There exist a marriage gaps in the African American communities based on their educational attainments. Only
28 percent of Blacks with little to no education are married compared to 55 percent of Blacks with at minimum
college education.
'Marriage Is for White People'. At least statistically. The marriage rate for African Americans has been dropping
since the 1960s, and today, we have the lowest marriage rate of any racial group in the United States. In 2001,
according to the U.S. Census, 43.3 percent of black men and 41.9 percent of black women in America had never
been married,...
Author: Ralph Richard Banks - Is Marriage for White People? How The African American Marriage Decline
Affects Everyone | Official Book Site - This book explores the marriage decline in the African American
community.
Author Ralph Richard Banks surveyed approximately 100 people, some more than once, to find out their take
on black marriage, black women as single parents, interracial marriage, how biracial ...
Is Marriage for White People?: How the African American Marriage Decline Affects Everyone is a non-fiction
book by Ralph Richard Banks, a writer and Stanford Law School professor. He concludes that "single is the new
black", which poses serious problems for the African American community. He recommends that black women
open themselves up to be willing to enter serious relationships with men of other races and backgrounds, and he
argues that it will improve black men and women alike.
Marriage has been a declining institution among all Americans and this decline is even more evident in the
Black community. In 2016 only 29% of African Americans were married compared to 48% of all Americans.
The median age at first marriage is roughly four years higher for black than for white women: 30 versus 26
years, respectively, in 2010. 6 At all ages, black Americans display lower marriage rates than do other racial and
ethnic groups (see table 1, panel A). Consequently, a far lower proportion of black women have married at least
once by age 40.
Marriage in the African American community appears to vary based on educational attainment and income,
especially among men as potential marriage partners for African American women. Marriage appears to
contribute greatly to the economic well-being of African-American families.
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