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In Israel Is Real, Rich Cohen’s superb new history of the Zionist idea and the Jewish state—the history of a 
nation chronicled as if it were the biography of a person—he brings to life dozens of fascinating figures, each 
driven by the same impulse: to reach Jerusalem.
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Nation And Its History Rich Cohen by Royal Society of Chemistry

With exuberance, humor, and real scholarship, Israel is Real offers "a serious attempt by a gifted storyteller to 
enliven and elucidate Jewish religious, cultural, and political history . . . A powerful narrative" (Los Angeles 
Times).

Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History by Rich Cohen. Publication 
Date: July 21, 2009 Hardcover: 400 pages Publisher: Farrar, Straus and Giroux ISBN-10: 0374177783 ISBN-
13: 9780374177782

Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and its History by Rich Cohen Antony 
Lerman takes issue with a lop-sided critique of Israel Antony Lerman

Israel is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History by Rich Cohen 3.85 avg. 
rating · 198 Ratings “It’s a great irony that Israel was more secure as an idea than it’s ever been as a nation with 
an army.”

Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History by Rich Cohen Hailed by 
critics as the definitive, monumental portrait of Israel, Rich Cohen’s refreshing survey is unlike anything you 
have read about this provocative topic.

But in our own time, Zionists have turned the book back into a temple, and unlike an idea, a temple can be 
destroyed. With exuberance, humor, and real scholarship, Rich Cohen's Israel is Real offers "a serious attempt 
by a gifted storyteller to enliven and elucidate Jewish religious, cultural, and political history . . .

Israel Is Real: An Obsessive Quest to Understand the Jewish Nation and Its History (Hardcover) By Rich 
Cohen. $27.00 . Special Order—Subject to Availability. Description “It’s a great irony that Israel was more 
secure as an idea than it’s ever been as a nation with an army.” ...
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